REGILDING THE CRESCENT
not acquit itself gracefully of the difficult task
of reconciling elements so incongruous. The
President of the Chamber, Ahmed Vefik, though
a scholar, with a European education, was the
avowed enemy of Midhat and of the Young
Turks, a creature of the Palace and opposed to
any scheme of political equality for all races.
This man's arbitrary conduct in his high office
did much not alone to embitter the feelings of
the deputies, but also to make of their labours a
farce. He would frequently interrupt the
speeches of members with the interjection
"Soussun!" (i.e. Be quiet!). On one occasion,
indeed, when one of the Greek deputies had
moved the exclusion of the mufti from the
councils of the vilayets, the President shouted
" Sounou bekordJmm /" (Ah, I was waiting for
that!) It seems impossible to picture the quiet
Ahmed Riza interrupting deputies in this fashion
to-day.
Yet not all the pressure brought to bear by
Yildiz through such agents of tyranny could
stem the flood of patriotism let loose by the
innovation of a Parliament. One of those
" savages " from Kurdistan, of whom the French
author quoted above wrote in such contemp-
tuous terms, made a noble speech on the humi-
liating peace which it was proposed to conclude
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